Earlham City Council Meeting

April 8, 2019
The Earlham City Council met in regular session on Monday, April 8, 2019, at Earlham City Hall.  Mayor Lillie called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m. and the following answered roll:  Fredericksen, Griswold, Payne, Peterson, Swalla.  Staff present:  Police Chief Heimdal, Public Works Supervisor Coffman, Clerk Hibbs.
1. Approval of Agenda
Motion by Payne, second by Petersen, to approve the agenda.
Roll:  Ayes – unanimous.  Motion passes.

2. Public Hearings – None
3. Public Forum – None
4. Consent Agenda:

a. Minutes of March 11, 2018 and March 14, 2018 Council meetings
b. April 8, 2019 Treasurer’s report
c. April 8, 2019 Claim & Receipts report
Motion by Fredericksen, second by Swalla, to approve the consent agenda.
Roll:  Ayes – unanimous.  Motion passes.

5. Boards, Commission, Committee Reports
Public Safety Committee – Chairperson Payne reported on the March 14, 2019, meeting.  Stated they met with Jason VanAusdale from Veenstra & Kimm regarding the possibility of having them do our building inspections for new construction.  They would take care of all aspects of code issues for new construction.  This is to be in preparation for increase in home building.  All of the local builders have been notified about this.  Consensus of Committee is to recommend to the Council the building inspection services provided by Veenstra & Kimm.
6. Department Reports
a. Public Works - Gary Coffman, Public Works Supervisor 
Coffman stated they have been working filling potholes on alleys and streets (3000 lbs of patch).  Has had lot of calls for live traps for r.  Hauled in lime for little league fields and sold lime to Adel for their fields.  CEU’s completed by all PW employees.  Had water main break in Arnburg Estates.  Fire station has been fixed from the accident.  Sewer lining currently taking place.  Tree trimming in parks and parks will be opened this this.  Still working on sump pump checks.
b. Police - Police Chief Jason Heimdal 
Chief Heimdal stated Officer Sand got his NCIC recertification, and they both did their CPA and taser recertifications.  Attended RAGBRAI meeting.  Met with school regarding a mock accident later this month.  Swalla asked if he would be hiring more help for RAGBRAI.  Chief said both he and Sand will be on duty, and possible a part-timer, and there will be some State Patrol presence.  
7. OLD BUSINESS 
a. Sale of Old Fire Station – letter sent to Beargeon
Clerk Hibbs stated she informed Mr Beargeon that council will give him until April 30th to collect his bids and confirm his desire to purchase.  The letter explained if he had circumstances that required an extension on this time frame to come to the council meeting and inform the council.  Mr. Beargeon is not present at meeting.
b. Review of water tower design.

Hibbs distributed renderings of possible designs for the new water tower provided by Michael Anthony at Shive Hattery.  Council directed to contact Mr. Anthony and ask for another drawer using the beige color (same color as the new gym).
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8. NEW BUSINESS
a. Consider approval of Ordinance No. 405, Amending Ordinance No. 403, An Ordinance Amending the Code of Ordinances of the City of Earlham, Iowa, 2017, Chapter 92 Water Rates.

Hibbs explained this was to correct the rate for “All over 10,000 gallons used per month” to $11.71 per 1,000 gallons.
Motion by Fredericksen, second by Swalla, to approve the First Reading of Ordinance No. 405, Amending Ordinance No. 403, An Ordinance Amending the Code of Ordinances of the City of Earlham, Iowa, 2017, Chapter 92 Water Rates, and to waive the Second and Third Readings.
Roll:  Ayes – unanimous.  Motion passes.

b. Consider approval of Resolution No. 19-20, Approving the Application for Tax Abatement for 335 NW Lynn Avenue. 
Motion by Petersen, second by Swalla, to approve Resolution No. 19-20, Approving the Application for tax Abatement for 335 NW Lynn Avenue.

Roll:  Ayes - unanimous.  Motion passes.

c. Consider approval of Resolution No. 19-22, Approving the Application for Tax Abatement for 935 East 1st Street.

Motion by Payne, second by Fredericksen, to approve Resolution No. 19-22, Approving the Application for tax Abatement for 935 East 1st Street.

Roll:  Ayes – unanimous.  Motion passes.

d. Consider approval of Resolution No. 19-23, Approving Entering Into an Agreement With Veenstra & Kimm, Inc., to Provide Building Inspection services for New Construction in the City of Earlham
Motion by Swalla, second by Petersen, to approve Resolution No. 19-23, Approving Entering Into an Agreement With Veenstra & Kimm, Inc., to Provide Building Inspection services for New Construction in the City of Earlham
Andrew Arnburg from Earlham Building Center was present.  He asked about the fees involved and whether or not the fee included electrical inspection. 
Roll:  Ayes – unanimous.  Motion passes.

e. Consider approval of Resolution No. 19-24, Approving the Transfer of $49,738.50 from the General Fund to Debt Service Fund in Order to Make the First Principal and Interest Payment on the 2018 General Obligation Capital Loan Note.

Hibbs explained this was for the unbudgeted June 1, 2019, principle and interest payment on the new rescue vehicle.

Motion by Swalla, second by Griswold, to approve Resolution No. 19-24, Approving the Transfer of $49,738.50 from the General Fund to Debt Service Fund in Order to Make the First Principal and Interest Payment on the 2018 General Obligation Capital Loan Note.

Roll:  Ayes – unanimous.  Motion passes.
f. Set date and time for Public Hearing for Amendment of FY20-18-2019 City Budget as May 13, 2019, 7:00 p.m.

Motion by Petersen second by Payne, to set the date and time for Public Hearing for Amendment of FY20-18-2019 City Budget as May 13, 2019, 7:00 p.m.

Roll:  Ayes – unanimous.  Motion passes.
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9. Mayor’s Report 
Mayor reported on the RAGBRAI meeting he attended.  Some items he noted that were specific for the City:  1) need to pass an ordinance stating what we charge for vendor spot, this will help recoup expenses by the City; 2) cells phones will not work that day due to the number of people in town- we need an alternative form of communication - Mayor will speak with fire chief about radios; 3) RAGBRAI 
recommends having somewhere on the way out of town for bikers to fill their water bottle;.  4) local traffic is our responsibility; 5) need to check with insurance agent regarding liability, and make sure vendors have 
insurance;  6) trash and recycling need to be addressed - suggested both trash and recycling bins;  7) We can call railroad if crossings are rough and they will help with that; 8) City shuts down at 4:30 p.m.
10. Clerk’s Report 
Hibbs reported they are will waiting on bids for IT management from a couple of additional sources.
11. Council comments/discussion 
12. Adjourn
Motion by Griswold, second by Petersen, to adjourn.
Roll:  Ayes – Unanimous.  Motion passes.


Being there was not further business, meeting was adjourned at 8:03 p.m.









_____________________________________ 









Jeff Lillie, Mayor

Attest:  _______________________________


Mary Sue Hibbs, City Clerk/Treasurer

