UNAPPROVED MINTUES
Public Safety Committee Meeting
Earlham City Council
September 19, 2024

The Public Safety Committee of Earlham City Council, met on Thursday September 19 2024, at Earlham City Hall.
Chairperson Visser called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m., and the following answered roll: Visser, Miller,
Fredericksen. Also present Council Members Mudge and Nelsen; Clerk Hibbs, Chief Stringham.

1. Approval of agenda

Attest:

Motion by Fredericksen, second by Miller, to approve agenda.
Roll: Ayes — unanimous. Motion passes.

Discussion regarding vicious animal procedures.

Chief stated he called surrounding towns and to check on their procedures. Chief sent copy of letter to
council which he sends to owners of pets who has exhibited vicious behavior. He also sent out Council
Chapter 351 of the lowa State Code Dogs and Other Animals. He stated the lowa Code is pretty blatant
and to the point. He called several cities around us and they all have the Chief of Police (or animal control
officer) be in charge of decision making instead of the mayor and or council. If charges are written against
the dog owner, and Chief can’t solve issue, they can take it to court. Visser said he would like to leave the
council out of this completely.

Consensus of Committee is to let Chief handle dog complaints and file charges as needed. Clerk Hibbs is
directed to come to the next regular Council meeting with an ordinance amending Chapter 57 of the
Earlham Code. Nelsen asked if we should provide information to owners when dog is registered stating
what happens if dog is off leash, attacks someone, against ordinance, etc. By signing the form, owner
agrees to abide by city ordinances, and if not, what the consequences are. Hibbs stated new dog tags will
start January of 2025, and new forms can be used then.

Adjourn
Motion by Fredericksen, second by Miller, to adjourn.
Roll: Ayes —unanimous. Motion passes.

Being there was no further business, meeting adjourned at 6:09 p.m.

Joel Visser, Chairperson

Mary Sue Hibbs, Clerk



