


Unapproved Minutes
Earlham Board of Adjustment
August 26, 2025

The Earlham Board of Adjustment met on Tuesday, August 26, 2025, 7:00 p.m. at Earlham City Hall, 140 S. Chestnut Avenue, Earlham, Iowa.  Chair Jim Lemon called the meeting to order at 7:00pm and the following answered roll: Lemon, Schulte, Russell, Tiemeyer, Arnburg was absent. Also present: Clerk Visser, and Publics works Gordon 

1. Approval of Agenda 
Roll:  Ayes-Unanimous- Motion passes.

2. Discussion and possible action on request for variance for sign at 535 N Chestnut Ave.

Gordon spoke stated he talk to the sign company in May and told him that the school is zoned residential and a two-by-two sign was allowed. He tried working with them and saying we can consider it commercial and we can do 64 square feet that is allowed in commercial. He got back to me and stated that he has 67 square feet, but then came back with 149 square feet and that is when he had to deny it. It is going to be lighted and that is a large sign and we have to follow what is in the code. 
Nix with Earlham Wrestling club, the school is handing over naming rights to the Wrestling club this is all being pushed but Ebank who is the sponsor to the wrestling club in return of name rights for 15 years. It faces a residential area that the school owns now. The wrestling club is building the room and then donating it to the school.
Chair Lemon stated that since it is school property Tiemeyer can not vote due to a conflict of interest but it may not be only him. 
Schulte can this sign be considered as 4 different signs or does it needs to be considered one sign

Schulte makes a motion to approve the variance request for 149 square feet as one sign not four different signs the four different signs add up to 67 square feet.  There was not a second on this motion. 
Chair Lemon, there may be a conflict of interest since Tiemeyer needs step aside since his spouse is on the school board. Lemon is a conflict of interest since he is a property owner. Arnburg is a conflict of interest since his is a property owner. With this many people with a conflict of interest there has to be a quorum to have this vote go through. 

Schulte makes a motion to approve the submitted variance as the sign is in 149 square feet. Second by Russell.
Zeke is abstained 
Lemon abstained 
Motion doesn’t pass due to not enough quorum. 

3. Adjourn.

 Motion by Shulte, second by Tiemeyer, to adjourn.
 Roll: Ayes- Unanimous- Motion passes

Being there was not further business, meeting was adjourned at 7:58pm



________________________________________ 
							Jim Lemon, Chair

